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A L E R R R T

NOTHING FOR THE NEGRO.

Those among the Negrg race who
are shaking hands with themselves
upon the recent utterances of Mr. Taft
on disfranchisement in the South can
see more of comfort or consolation
for themselves in whatever Mr. Taft
bas sald or implled than can the
Southern American.

First, the disfranchising laws were
enacted more with the end In view of
enabling the Bourbon regime to mar
nipulate and perpetuate political con-
trol than for mere Negro disfranchise-
ment. By the written and unwritten
avenues opem for chicanery in these
new state constitutions it is possible
to keep the present political aristoc-
racy, which is no more than the pro-
geny.of the old slaveowning olig-
archy, well entrenchad In the saddle
in that the process eliminates the
masses of the whites and practically
mows down all of the blacks.
Appesling to the moral sense of
men who fall to recognize such a
thing when it stands between the
Bowbopbmmmy_mm.up-l
pealing to men who subject men to
taxation and give them no volce in
representation, this is as effective as
that proposition of pouring water
upon the back of a dock.” Either will
effect as much as tne other to change
the situation.

Day by day and year by year the
Negro is drifting further from any
political privilege or opportunity In
the South. It is right Into the hands
of those who bave brought this about
for Mr. Taft to talk sbout this thing
of equality of applicstion of injustice,
udd#-;vduﬁwm
where there Is faxation Is in-
claimed fairness in the application of
these laws. These people ean find no
difSiculty In linging up with Mr. Taft
Pretense and practice, however, are
We zie not unwiliing that the 175+
. 000 Adisfranchised Negro voters * in
Alabama, if they want to swallow the

but we protest for the 100,000 dis-

L er they take part of it as fees.”

oenee fnto Bourboo

'URGE STATE STREET PAVING.
' - .
"~ South Side Improvement.
NOW A MUDMOLE.
‘Point to Conditions Between Thirty.
ninth and Sixty-third,
Property owners along State street,
from Thirtyninth to Sixty-third
street, are up In arms against the de-

SAY IT 18

lays attendant upon the paving of
At & meeting beld at 4300 State |

street Tuesday evening, strong objec-
tions were voiced against the attitude
of the doard of Jocal tmprovements
on the subject and action was taken
to bring about a pressure for reform.
A committee of twentyfive property
owners was appointed to keep con-|
stant watch over the matter and w
take necessary steps before the board
and the Counfy court I
John Burms, who Is In business at

Thirty-ninth and State streetsy pre-
sided over this meeting, which was
attended by 200 thoroughly aroused
property owners and business men.
They declired that State street was |
& mud hole in the winter time and a |
desert of Sahams in the summer, |
|

provement Associition” and-on Wed-
nesday morning Jchn V. Burns, P. J.
Cummings, Julius C. Birck, John
Weber and other well known tml!-I
ness men along on South State |
street, appeared before Judge Hinch- |
baugh and declared the Improvements |
mre demanded by all save a few mis
guidled property- owners.

The delegation also called on the
members of the board of local Improve-
ments and urged them to pooceed
with the paving of State street from
39¢h to &3rd street without any furth.
er delay.

Speakérs Criticize Lawyers.

Considerable ‘hditnluou was ex-
pressed over the fact that certain|
lawyers have secured signatures nri
a number of property owners under
false pretenses and now are respon
sible for the hoMing up of action by
the board of local improvements.

“1 was visited by lawvers, who
sald they could save me money if 1
would let them object to the improve-
ment,” sald P, J. fummings. “These
fellows collect a $3 appearance fee,
and then enter the appearance of all
their victims in court for $2 and
pocket- the difference. If there Is a
rebate coming to the property own-

It iz a burning disgrice to Chica-
Eo to permit State sireet to remain
fn its present condition and the busl
nese men in the district referred to
should keep up & bitter fight day and
night untll it is repaired and put In
first-clasg comdtion.

THE CLOSING WEEK OF THE EN.
GAGEMENT OF WILLIAMS AND
WALKER, AT THE GREAT
NORTHERN THEATRE.

At the end of this week Willlams
and Walker close their engagement
st f@e Great Northern Theatre, where
they have been playing to crowded
bhouses for the past five weeks.

Monday evening, the editor and
Mrs. Tayler took in the show for the
lm‘un-.nummmcnblr
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out any opposition,

ALDERMAN MICHAEL Mcl NERNEY,
labor for the beet Interegty of all his conatituents in the 30th been confined at the Dunning Tuber-
ward and he will be re-slected o the city council at the April election with I_'cnlar Hospltal, died Feb, 3.

NEGROES IN BUSINESS.

One of the drawbacks among Ne
groes in business is the low economic
ideals of the race as a whole. Few
Negroes will attempt to build up a
really large busivess. When they
have & few hundred dollars’ income,
as much as they would €éam at the
trade or occupation at which they
were formerly employed, they often
then aspire for soclal rather than
business leadership, and, being better

| Qff than the great mass of their race.

they merely attempt 10 remain the
“soclal leaders” of the group. This
has been the rock on which many
Negro caterers and barbers have
wrecked their business. Then theres
is carelessness and indifference to
business methods, The early co-ope-
raticn results very often resulted in
the accumulation of two or three hun-
dred dollars of the mcney of a dozen
or more individuals; then dissatisfac
tion followed on the part of the share
holders because of fancied or real
reasons, often because they were not
recelving fabulous amounts In  div-
dends, or because they received no div-
idend the first month or so; and often
because thelr unbonded treasaurer
misappropristed the funds or left
town. Thus havé groercels, factories
and “syndicates” gone down in mearly
every part of the counutry, and a
kind of distrust is still felt in many
communities.

But =ach year better trained men
are entering the fleld, and more suc-
c8s is assured: the day of wholesale
faflure of corporate efforts is rapidly
passing, especially fallure because of
lack of business knowledge. While
the signs do pot point to anything es-
pécially remarkable, yet there is every
evidence in Northern cities that an in-
creasing number of Negroes will bulld-
up businesses catering chiefly to those
of thelr own race, and employing a
large pumber of their own people.—R.
R. Wright, Jr, in the Southern Work-

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR
THE STUDY AND PREVENTION
OF TUBERCULOSIS PRAISES THE
BROAD AX.

It can be truly sald that The Broad
Ax, for more than a year past has
given more space In its columns than
any other weekly paper In the Middle
West ,to the articles on tuberculosls
and talks on health and how to keep
well, which have been semt forth by
the Natlonal Asszociation for the
Study and Prevention of Tuberculo-

“|sls, with their beadquarters at 105

E. 22nd street, New York City, N. Y.

In appreciation of our efforts -in
that direction, Dr. Livingstom - Far-
rand, secretary of the executive com-
mittee of the alsociation, forwarded
us a letter the past week thanking
us and praising The Broad Ax for the

great work it is accomplishing along |

the lines Indicated.

Sgme of the most prominent M. Ds,
and laymen in the United States are
members, and contribute flpancially
to the National Associstion for the
Study and Prevenmtion of Tuberculo-
sis, and for our part, we feel highly
honored to receive a letter of com-
continwe to assist in the work by pub-

| services In a most commendable man-
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In these dives and left her and her'
children dest!tute. The chief closed |
them at onc. |

MORTALITY OF COLORED PEO
PLE.

District Health Officer Makes Report.

The Colored population of the Dis- |
trict of Columbia, according to the
recent report of Dr. Woodward, Dis-|
trict Health Officer, made 292 per
cent. of the entire population, but
contributed 42.73 per cent of all the
deaths.

He attributes the excessive mortal-
ity to “the bad food, bad clothing,
bad housing, ignorance and poverty.”
and says further that to “that extent
it may be said to be preventable.”"—
The New American. Washington. D. C.

The same conditions largely prevail
among the Colored people in Chicago,
e8 is evidenced among them in Wash.
ington, and the result s that the
death rate is very high here also, and
from now henceforth all who are op-
posed to improving the sanitary con-
dition of thes hcuses and street
where the great majority of the Col-
ored people reside will be fought right
and left through the columns of The
Broad Ax. .

APPOMATTOX CLUB.

Chief Justice Harry Olson and the
Hon. J. W. E. Bowen have been se-
cured by the Library Committee to
address the Club on Lincoin and
Douglase night. Feb. 13th. These two
eminent characters will make it well
worth spending the evening with the
Appomattox Club, should you be for
tunate enough to secure an Invita-|
tion. |

The Secretary has been authorized
to call in subscriptions to the bu!hl'
ing fund and is kept busy these days |
eounting and banking the cash as the
Chub purpose building ard be in a
home of its own ere the summer time.

At the last meeting of the Board of
Directors a dispensation of $5.00 for
initiation fees instead of $10.00. was
voted for sixty days, and the House
Membership Committee, under Chair-
man A. C. Harris, has been kept quite
busy since.

DEATH OF DR. PRATHER.
Formerly of Evanston, il

To the Editor of The Broad Ax

Dr. T. W. Prather, formerly of Ev-
anston, IIl, who for the past five
years has been practicing medicine in
Loulsville, Ky.. departéd this life Jan-
wary 25th last, and his body brought
to this city and Interred at Rose Hill
Cemetery on Sunday, January 31, 1909,
Funeral services was held at Baptist
church of Evanston, Nlinols,

Many resolutions were read by the
pastor prior to this or during the servy-
ices from the Masonic Order, the Red
Croas Soclety of Loulsville, and other

charitable organizations fn which he[the first Afro-American to ‘
policeman In the Town of Lake, has | ture has occupled its present place 20f

was connected, extolling the many
ways in which he had Trendered his

ner.
E. J. Prather.
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[ Provident Hospital,

| served the people residing in the 31st
! ward well and faithfully for a long

The Falstafian Mask Skate Fest

[

23rd. This carnival on a small scale
will equal the pageant at New Orleana
and those wishing rare treat should
not fail to take in this function,

CEIPrS

Mrs. Franklin, 339 34th street, Is
on the gick list.

Mrs. Mamie Smith, 439 26th street,
is confined to her house with a badly
sprained ankle,

Mra. Lottie Willlams, of Willlams
& Walker, is confined to her bed in

Mr. Arthur Richardson who has

Mrs, Harrlet Dade, 95 26th Place |
who was recently injured by a street
car Is again able to about

Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Jameson bhave
bought a farm near Riverview, where
they intend making thelr future home.

Mrs, Laura Lapsley, 5120 Dearborn
street, will spend the ‘month of Feb
ruary in Hot Springs, Ark.

Mrs. Lulu Obleton, 321% Dearborn
street, member of Mysterious Ten, No.
22, Is confined to her bed with pneu-
monia.

Mr. Fred Colby, of St. Paul, who
has been the guest of Mr. Thos, Green,
3736 Forest avenue, left the city Mon-
day for his home.

Miss Hattle Winslow, who has heen
identified with "The Smart Set” for
the past three months fs Il at
her home 4528 St. Lawrence avenue.

Mr. Thos. Galloway, 5216 Dearborn
street, who has been 1l for the past
two weeks, is again able to resume
work.

Mr. Jacob Parks, 3151 State street,
will leave the city the last of the
month for Washington, D. C., to see
Mr. Taft seated.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank James, 3348
Dearborn street, entertained a fow
friends at whist Tuesday Eve in honor
of Miss Gertrude Rellly, of Freeport.
rn. -

Ex-Alderman James J. McCormick
will not enter the aldermanic contest
in the 5th ward, but he will stand
askde in favor of his friend, Johmn J
Shean.

Alderman John W. Downey has con.
siderable opposition to go up against
in the 25th ward. But he feels cock
sure of winning out at the primaries
February 23d over his opponents and
retaining his seat in the city council

Alderman P. J. O'Connell has

time, and they will stick to him at
the primaries on the day of the elec
tion making it possible for him to be
a. winner,

Edward Carroll, 6022 Carpenter
street. formerly Civil Service Com-
missioner under Mayor Carter H. Har 1
rison, is not bothering his head much
with politics these days, but he is de-
voting all his time to his contracting !
business.
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bullding the contractors hupe
ready for oceupancy by Marej, 4
ators will each bave two roons- -
sentatives have only one roy, ‘
them. Senators always L.
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Quarters For Consus Buresq,

The understanding Is that whos s,

Maitby buliding Is vacated by songpip
the census
quarter a large portion of (..
therein. This used to be a how
was rented
chased by the government
| far from the ugly brick shack thay |,
used by the census bureau and is jisa)s
dilapidated. The force of the
bureau Is belng Increased rizht along
as the next enumeration of the popy
lation is to be made In 1910
& modified examination of all |
women who secure clerkships (n thyy
bureau, but as senators and represey
tatives have a good deal to say gs 3y
who shall be selected for the tempe
rary positions the pressure for appoig
ments will be intense from now uny
the time for getting the work we
under way.

burean will take |t gp9
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New Men In the Houss.
According to the unofficial st con

plled by the clerk, seventy new faces
will be seen among the members of
the next house when It meets In exirg
session in March under a call from
President Taft.
Indiana made more changes o s
house delegation than any other state
amounting to elght, the Demoorats se
curing eleven out of thirteen members
In the next
present from the states named below
as follows:
York and Ohio, € each; Missouri
lowa, 5 each; Colorado, Illinois Missis
sippl and North Carolina, 3 each; Ken-
tucky, Loulsiana, Maryland, Nebraska,
New Jersey, Oklahoma, Tennessee an
‘Wisconsin, 2 each; Alabama, Arkansas
Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Geor
gia, Idabo, Maine, Michigan, Minne
sota, Montana, Rbode Island. Texas
Vermont and Washington, 1 cach

At the recent election

house nmew men will be

Pennsylvania, New

The BSaint Gaudens Coins
President Roosevelt has at last re

plied to the ridicule and eriticism thy
were caused by the “bloomer eagh’
and other peculiarities of desimn @
the recent Issue of gold colns,
tended an exhibtion of the works o
Augustus Saint Gaudens at the Cor
coran Gallery of Art and paid eulogius
to that artist's mastery of his craft
He declared that his works will stand
in the very forefront among the mas
terpleces of the greatest periods and
the greatest peoples.

He «

As to the gold coins he declared

Baint Gaudens “gave us for the first
time a Besutiful colnage, not yet prop
erly appreciated, but up 1o which both
the official and the popular mind wil
In the end grow.” The president eol
tended that the first few thousands of
these colns are more beauliful tha
any coins since the days of the Greeks
and that frequent commecnts on the
bonnet of “eagle plumes on the figure
of Liberty™ {llustrate curiously the ex
ceedingly conventional character o
much of our ariticlsm and the frequest
Inability to understand originality v
til 1t has won Its place.

The Senator Puxazled 'Em.
A saloouist and an antisaloonist bap

pened to run into the same senuator U
at the caplitol the other day. Both wer
anxious to have their views prevd

1

ir
0

matter of liguor legisiation for tbe

District, and both were trying o g®

the senator to express his views o0
Fred A. Wescott, general manager the matter.

of the Black Diamond Development |
Company, near Chanute, Kan, 8 a
keen business man, and also as the
head member of the firm of Wescott
Stone and Company. He is in & po-|
sition to show capitalista how theyl
can make a lot of easy money, by
making Investments in oil and gas
lands in Kansas.

| Shese

The senator smiled and was nice 10

both, and then ke remarked as he bade
them adlen, “You know, I have &/wayrs
been a strong bellever In putting dowd
drink.™

Both the ant!l and the anti-enti are

wondering yet.

Art Above the Weather.
In one of Washington’s art galierics
hangs a large canvas in an i

! posing frame. The painting shows 2
Oficer John W. Hardy, who was waterfall in one of the states famous

been placed on the retired list, and
for his faithful services in the past,
he will recelve a pension the rest of
his days. Mr. Hardy was recently
elected president of the North Fork
Coal and Iron Company, with offices
at 3421 Wabash avenue, and fn the
future he will bend his energies along
THE NEGRO QUESTION
SOLVED

Lynctung, mob vioknce. Nepmo orime sad the
horrors of civil, poltical sn! imlestnis] estrange-
ment all ind & mawde an !l lgicul remedy n

THE KEY

By James Semucl Stcmons

‘n e nc.m ‘“:d u.'ng"

'rﬂbl KBY TO THE lucg
blisied in booilet torm.

s remark-
lhlﬂ-:luﬁn"
Mosi aberal

CREASE.

serve as for startling natural scenery. The pic

e

years.
“Does It belong here?" asked the vi5

ftor. of the man in ¢harge.

“No more than the others you sée.”
“Seems to me it shonld be in the cs)-

1tol of the state where this scenery i5.”
said the wvisitor '

“It was painted for the state” ©®
man In charge, “but when 14
to the art committee




